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Statement of the Officers of the STC! on the coronavirus disease
(COVID-19)

The global coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic is creating dire
circumstances for the shipping industry and seafarers. Daily life in
many countries has been heavily restricted, yet societies still need
their supplies of food, medicine and everyday goods, and factories
require materials and logistics to ship their products. This
underlines the need for robust international supply chains and
emphasizes the critical importance of maritime trade to the global
economy, which relies on shipping for 90 per cent of all goods.

The Officers of the Special Tripartite Committee of the Maritime
Labour Convention, 2006, as amended, representing Seafarers,
Shipowners and Governments, urge the International Labour Office
to raise awareness among governments, including labour supplying
States and port and flag State authorities, that the goods on which
we all rely in our everyday lives are transported by seafarers and
that these seafarers are just as worthy as everyone else and should
be treated with dignity and respect to ensure that they can continue
to provide their vital services to the world.

In these unprecedented circumstances, it is imperative that Member
States ensure that the flow of essential goods, energy, food, medicines
and many other products is not disrupted by measures that impede the
safe and efficient movement of ships and the seafarers who operate them.
In this respect, the Officers of the STC would like to raise the following
important points that need to be urgently addressed by Member States:

» Seafarers should be officially recognized as key workers, and be
granted exemptions from any travel restrictions and special considerations
to enable them to join and leave their ships and return home without
impediment, while complying with good practice in infection control.

P It is important that Member States recognize the need for a highly
globalized industry like shipping, with its multinational workforce, to
be able to smoothly undertake crew changes and repatriation around

Tuyén bo ciia cic thanh vién STC! vé dich bénh do virus corona
(COVID-19)

Dai dich virus corona (COVID-19) toan cau dang tao ra nhirng tinh hudng
tham khoc cho nganh van tai blen va thuyén vién. Cudc song hang ngay ¢
nhleu quéc gia da bi han ché rat nhiéu, tuy nhién xa hoi van can nguon cung
cap thuc pham, duoc pham, hang hoa hang ngay; cac nha may yéu cau vat
liéu va cac dinh vy dé van chuyén san pham ctia ho. Piéu nay nhan manh sy
can thiét ctia chudi cung Gng qudc té manh mé va nhan manh tam quan
trong then chét ciia thuong mai hang hai d6i voi nén kinh té toan cau, von
di phu thudc vao van tai bién van chuyén 90% tat ca hang hoa.

Céc thanh vién ciua Uy ban Ba bén dic biét ciia Cong udc Lao dong hang
hai nam 2006, da dugc sira ddi, bo sung - dai dién cho cac thuyén vién, chu
tau va chinh phu - kéu goi Van phong Lao dong quéc té nang cao nhan thirc
cua cac chinh phu, bao gobm cac qudc gia cung cap lao dong, cac co quan co
tham quyén cua qudc gia c6 cang va qubc gia tau mang co qudc tich, do 1a
hang hoa ma tat ca chung ta dua vao trong cudc sdng hang ngay dugc van
chuyén boi nhitng nguoi di blen va nhitng nguoi di bién nay ciing xung
dang nhu moi nguoi khac, can dugc d01 XU voi nhan pham va ton trong dé
dam bao rang ho co thé tiép tuc cung cip cac dich vu sdng con cho thé gidi.

Trong nhitng trudng hop chua timg co nay, didu bat budc 1a cac qudc gia
thanh vién phai dam bao rang dong hang hoa thiét yéu, ning luong, thuc
pham, duoc pham va nhiéu san phim khac khong bi gian doan boi cac bién
phdp can trd su di chuyén an toan, hiu qua cua tau va nhirng nguoi di bién
van hanh ching. V& mit nay, cac thanh vién cia STC muén néu ra nhirng
diém quan trong sau ddy can duoc cic nudc thanh vién giai quyét khan cap:

» Nguoi di bién can duoc chinh thic cong nhan 1a ngudi lao dong
cha chot va dugc mién trir moi han ché di lai; van ca can nhac dac
bi¢t dé cho phép ho dén, roi tau va tré vé nha ma khong gap trd ngai,
trong khi tuan tha thyc hanh t6t trong ki€ém soét dich bénh.

» Dicu quan trong la cac quéc gia thanh vién thira nhan sy can thiét dbi véi

nganh cong nghlep toan cau hoa cao nhu van tai bién, véi luc lugng lao
dong da qudc gia, dé co thé thyc hién mot cach thuan loi cac thay ddi va hoi
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the world. It has been disturbing to see reports that many port States
have imposed local regulations and travel and quarantine restrictions
on international seafarers. Clear directions should be given to port
authorities and local health authorities to enable ships to continue
trading, and to enable the swift disembarkation and repatriation of
crew members.

» It is imperative that Member States do all that they can to facilitate the
delivery of essential medical supplies, fuel, water, spare parts and
provisions to ships. It is disturbing that ports in some parts of the world
have refused to allow some ships to enter because they had previously
called at ports in areas affected by the coronavirus, which has prevented
vessels from obtaining such essential supplies. It is also extremely
alarming to hear reports that suppliers have been prevented from
boarding ships in some parts of the world and from supplying masks,
overalls and other personal protective equipment to crews. It is essential
that seafarers have access to plentiful supplies and equipment, in line with
the International Medical Guide for Ships, third edition, and the guidance
provided by the International Maritime Health Association, the
International Chamber of Shipping and the World Health Organization.

» In cases where seafarers’ tours of duty have to be extended beyond
the duration specified in their employment agreements or under
national laws applying the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, as
amended a pragmatic approach is needed to enable them to remain on
board for a reasonable period beyond their scheduled tours of duty.

» A similarly pragmatic approach is required to support seafarers
who may face problems in undertaking training or refresher
courses for certification. Flag States and port States should work
with other maritime nations to extend the validity of seafarers’
certificates for at least three months, or until further notice when
the situation has eased.

» In recent times, there has been widespread and welcome
acknowledgement of the inherent stress, isolation and social pressures

huong thuyen vién trén toan thé giéi. Diéu déng lo ngai khi nhan duoc cac
bao cio vé viéc nhiéu quoc gia co cang da ap dat cac quy dinh dia phuong,
céc han ché su di lai va kiém dich d6i voi cac thuyen vién qudc té. Can co
huéng dan rd -rang cho cac co quan ¢O thim quyén tai cang va co quan y té
dia phuong dé cho phép tau tiép tuc hoat dong, va cho phép viéc roi tau, hdi
huong nhanh chdng ciia cac thuyén vién.

» Diéu bat budc 14 cac qubc gia thanh vién phai lam tat ca nhirng gi co thé
dé tao diéu kién thuan loi cho viéc cung cap vat tu y té thiét yéu, nhién liéu,

nudc, phy tung va dd du trir cho tau. Diéu dang lo ngai 1a cac cang & mdt sO
noi trén thé gidi da tir chdi cho phép mot s tau vao vi trude ddy cac tau ndy
dd ghé vao cang tai cac khu vuc bi anh huong béi virus corona, didu nay da
ngan cac tau ldy duoc ngudn cung cp thiét yéu nhu vay. Ciing rat dang bao
dong khi nhan dugc cac bao cdo la cac nha cung tng dé bi ngan can lén tau
& mot s6 noi trén thé gidi va bi ngin viéc cung cap khau trang, quan 4o bao
ho va céac thiét bi bao vé ca nhan khac cho thuyen vién. Diéu can thiét 1
nhitng ngudi di bién co thé tlep can voi ngudn cung cip va thiét bj dbi dao,

pht hop véi Huéng dan Y té quéc té cho tau (phién ban thir ba) va cac
huéng dan cta Hiép hoi Ste khoe hang hai qudc té, Van phong Van tai bién
quéc té va To chirc Y té thé gidi.

» Trong truong hop thoi gian thuc hién nhiém vy cua thuyén vién bi kéo dai
qué thoi han quy dinh trong hop dong lao dong hodc theo lut quéc gia ap dung
Cong wdc Lao dong hang hai nam 2006, da duoc stra di, bd sung, thi can phai
¢6 cach tiép can thuc dung dé cho phép thuyén vién & lai trén tau trong khoang
thoi gian hop 1y vuot qué thoi gian thue hién nhiém vu du kién cua ho.

» Cach tiép can thuc dung tuong tu dugc yéu cau dé hd trg nhitng nguoi di bién
6 thé gap phai van dé trong viéc thuc hién cac khoa dao tao hodc boi dudng dé
dug chimg nhan chuyen mon. Cac quéc gia tau mang co quéc tich va cac quoc
gia ¢ cang nén lam viéc voi cac quoc gia hang hai khac dé gia han hiéu lyc cia
chimg chi chuyén mén thuyén vién trong it nhat ba thang, hodc cho dén khi c6
thong bao t1ep theo khi tinh hinh da diu bot.

» Trong thoi gian gan day, da cd su thira nhan rong rai va dugc ung ho vé
su cang thang, cd don va 4p luc xa hdi von c6 ma nhiing nguoi di bién gap
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that seafarers experience. COVID-19 clearly exacerbates these
problems, and has an adverse impact on the mental and physical well-
being of seafarers and their families. It is worrying to hear of port-
based welfare services being closed or curtailed as a response to the
current situation, and it is vital that full support is given to seafarer
welfare services.

P It is also important to stress the need for a pragmatic approach and
for special consideration in cases where ships cannot undertake vetting
and inspection or receive externally provided maintenance and support
as a consequence of travel restrictions affecting specialized staff,
surveyors and technicians. Similarly, flexibility in ship certification
may be necessary, to respond to difficulties in meeting dry-docking
intervals.

P It is vital that labour supply countries facilitate the return home of
those seafarers who have completed their contracts, and allow
seafarers to leave their home country to join their ships, after
appropriate medical screening.

P It is crucial that port States allow ships into their ports to unload
goods for the community, and that they allow seafarers to access port
State medical facilities and receive medical attention on an equal basis
as nationals and in accordance with national circumstances. Steps
should also be taken to ensure that visitors to ships are strictly
monitored and are provided with all necessary personal protective
equipment to limit the risk of contagion.

Furthermore, the social partners express concern about a potential
increase in cases of abandonment due to shipowners not having the
financial ability to support their fleet operations. It is essential to
monitor the situation and emerging trends and to have effective
reporting on abandonment, as this is the only way of understanding the
impact and the measures necessary to assist seafarers in view of the
restrictions in place during the COVID19 crisis.

The Officers of the STC emphasize the importance of ships and

phai. COVID-19 rd rang lam trim trong thém nhitng van dé¢ nay, co tac
dong x4u dén stc khoe tinh than va thé chit cua thuyén vién va gia dinh ho.
Pang lo ngai khi nhan dugc tin cac dich vu phuc loi tai cac cang bi dong
ctra hodc bi gigi han nhu 14 bién phap d6i pho véi tinh hinh hién tai, va diéu
quan trong 1 sy hd tro diy du can duge danh cho cac dich vu phic loi cia
thuyén vién.

» Diéu quan trong la phai nhan manh sy can thiét trong viéc tiép can thuc
dung va xem xét dic biét trong trudng hop tau khong thé tién hanh kiém tra,
hoac tiép nhan bao dudng va hd tro tir bén ngoai do hau qua cua viéc han
ché di lai anh huong dén nhan vién chuyén moén, nhan vién kiém tra va ky
thuat vién. Twong tu nhu vay, su linh hoat trong ching nhan tau c6 thé Ia
can thiét, dé d6i pho véi nhitng kho khin trong viéc dap Gmg thoi han dua
tau lén da.

» Diéu séng con la cac qudc gia cung ng lao dong tao diéu kién thuan loi
cho viéc tré vé nha cua nhiing thuyen vién dd hoan thanh hop dong, va cho
phép nhitng nguoi di bién roi khoi dat nude cua ho dé dén tau lam viée sau
khi duoc sang loc y té thich hop.

» Diéu quyét dinh 1a cac qudc gia cd cang cho phép tau vao cang dé do
hang hoa cho cong ddng, cho phép thuyén vién tiép can cac co so y té
ctia qubc gia c6 cang, dugc chim soc y té trén co so binh ding nhu
cong dan, phu hgp v6i hoan canh qubc gia. Cac bién phap cing can
duoc thuc hién dé dam bdo nhiing nguoi dén tham tau duoc giam sat
chat ché, dugc cung cap tat ca cac thiét bi bao vé ca nhan can thiét dé
han ché rai ro 1y nhiém.

Hon nira, cac dbi tic xd hoi bay to lo ngai vé su gia ting tiém ning cac
truong hop thuyén vién bi bo roi, do cac chu tau khong c6 kha ning tai
chinh dé hd trg cac hoat dong cua doi tau cua minh. biéu can thiét 1a phai
theo doi tinh hinh, cdc xu hudng maoi ndi va bao céo hiéu qua vé viéc
thuyén vién bi bo roi, vi ddy 1a cich duy nhit dé hiéu tac dong va co cac
bién phap can thiét dé hd trg thuyén vién do cac han ché xdy ra trong cudc
khung hoang COVIDI9.

Céc thanh vién ctia STC nhan manh tdm quan trong cua tau va nguoi di bién
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seafarers to national and global supply chains. It is essential that the
points raised above are taken seriously and that clear, decisive and
supportive action is taken by Member States to enable the free
movement of seafarers, to facilitate shipping operations and to
minimize the social, economic and operational impact of the
COVID-19 outbreak upon this essential industry and, in turn, to
protect the global supply of the products and produce on which we
all depend.

The Special Tripartite Committee (STC) is the tripartite body established under
Article XIII of the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, to keep the working of the
Convention under continuous review. The Officers of the STC have been appointed
by the ILO Governing Body for a period of three years. They are currently: Ms Julie
Carlton from the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
(Chairperson), Mr Martin Marini from Singapore (Government Vice-Chairperson),
Mr David Heindel from the United States of America (Seafarer Vice-Chairperson)
and Mr Max Johns from Germany (Shipowner Vice-Chairperson). In the framework
of this unprecedented crisis, the ILO reached out to them to build the most
appropriate responses to the challenges faced by the maritime sector.

ddi v&i chudi cung tng qudc gia va toan cau. Piéu quan trong 1a cac diém
néu trén phai duge thyc hién nghiém tic va hanh dong rd rang, quyét doan,
duoc tng hod phai duoc thuc hién bdi cac qudc gia thanh vién dé cho phép
su di chuyén tu do cua thuyén vién, dé tao thuan 1gi cho hoat dong van tai
bién va giam thiéu tac dong vé kinh té- xa hoi, hoat dong cua sy bung phat
COVID- 19 d6i véi nganh cong nghiép thiét yéu nay, va dén lugt nganh van
tai bién dé bao vé ngudn cung san phim va san xuit toan ciu ma tat ca
chung ta déu phu thudc.

Uy ban Ba bén dic biét (STC) 1a co quan ba bén duoc thanh 13p theo Didu XIII cua
Cong wéc Lao dong hang hai nam 2006, dé duy tri hoat dong ciia Cong ude nay dudi
su xem xét lién tuc. Cac thanh vién cia STC di duoc Co quan Piéu hanh ILO b
nhiém trong thoi gian ba nam. C4c thanh vién nay hién dang 1a: Ba Julie Carlton tir
Vuong qubc Lién hiép Anh va Bic Ireland (Chu tich), Ong Martin Marini tir
Singapore (Pho Chu tich dai dién cho cac chinh phi), Ong David Heindel tir Hoa Ky
(Ph6 Chii tich dai dién cho thuyén vién) va Ong Max Johns dén tir Pirc (Pho Chu tich
dai dién cho chu tau). Trong khuén khd cua cudc khing hoang chwa timg c6 nay,
ILO d lién hé véi ho dé xay dung cac bién phap ddi pho phu hop nhit ddi véi cac
thach thirc ma nganh hang hai phai di mat.
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Special Tripartite Committee of the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, as amended

» Statement of the Officers of the STC*on the
coronavirus disease (COVID-19)

The global coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic is creating dire circumstances for the shipping
industry and seafarers. Daily life in many countries has been heavily restricted, yet societies
stil need their supplies of food, medicine and everyday goods, and factories require
materials and logistics to ship their products. This underlines the need for robust
international supply chains and emphasizes the critical importance of maritime trade to the
global economy, which relies on shipping for 90 per cent of all goods.

The Officers of the Special Tripartite Committee of the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, as
amended, representing Seafarers, Shipowners and Governments, urge the International
Labour Office to raise awareness among governments, including labour supplying
States and port and flag State authorities, that the goods on which we all rely in our
everyday lives are transported by seafarers and that these seafarers are just as worthy as
everyone else and should be treated with dignity and respect to ensure that they can
continue to provide their vital services to the world.

In these u nprecedented circumstances, it is imperative that Member States ensure that the
flow of essential goods, energy, food, medicines and many other products is not disrupted
by measures that impede the safe and efficient movement of ships and the seafarers who
operate them. In this respect, the Officers of the STC would like to raise the following
important points that need to be urgently addressed by Member States:

» Seafarers should be officially recognized as key workers, and be granted exemptions
from any travel restrictions and special considerations to enable them to join and leave

! The Special Tripartite Committee (STC) is the tripartite body established under Article XIll of the Maritime
Labour Convention, 2006, to keep the working of the Convention under continuous review. The Officers of
the STC have been appointed by the ILO Governing Body for a period of three years. They are currently: Ms
Julie Carlton from the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (Chairperson), Mr Martin Marini
from Singapore (Government Vice-Chairperson), Mr David Heindel from the United States of America
(Seafarer Vice-Chairperson) and Mr Max Johns from Germany (Shipowner Vice-Chairperson). In the
framework of this unprecedented crisis, the ILO reached out to them to build the most appropriate
responses to the challenges faced by the maritime sector.




their ships and return home without impediment, while complying with good practice in
infection control.

It is important that Member States recognize the need for a highly globalized industry
like shipping, with its multinational workforce, to be able to smoothly undertake crew
changes and repatriation around the world. It has been disturbing to see reports that
many port States have imposed local regulations and travel and quarantine restrictions
on international seafarers. Clear directions should be given to port authorities and local
health  authorities to enable ships to continue trading, and to enable the swift
disembarkation and repatriation of crew members.

It is imperative that Member States do all that they can to facilitate the delivery of
essential medical supplies, fuel, water, spare parts and provisions to ships. It is
disturbing that ports in some parts of the world have r efused to allow some ships to
enter because they had previously called at ports in areas affected by the coronavirus,
which has prevented vessels from obtaining such essential supplies. It is also extremely
alarming to hear reports that suppliers have been prevented from boarding ships in
some parts of the world and from supplying masks, overalls and other personal
protective equipment to crews. It is essential that seafarers have access to plentiful
supplies and equipment, in line with the International Medical Guide for Ships, third
edition, and the guidance provided by the International Maritime Health Association, the
International Chamber of Shipping and the World Health Organization.

In cases where seafarers’ tours of duty have to be extended beyond the duration
specified in their employment agreements or under national laws applying the Maritime
Labour Convention, 2006, as a mended a pragmatic approach is needed to enable them
to remain on board for a reasonable period beyond their scheduled tours of duty.

A similarly pragmatic approach is required to support seafarers who may face problems
in undertaking training or refresher courses for certification. Flag States and port States
should work with other maritime nations to extend the validity of seafarers’ certificates
for at least three months, or until further notice when the situation has eased.

In recent times, there has been widespread and welcome acknowledgement of the
inherent stress, isolation and social pressures that seafarers experience. COVID-19
clearly exacerbates these problems, and has an adverse impact on the mental and
physical well-being of seafarers and their families. It is worrying to hear of port-based
welfare services being closed or curtailed as a response to the current situation, and it
is vital that full support is given to seafarer welfare services.

It is also important to stress the need for a pragmatic approach and for special
consideration in cases where ships cannot undertake vetting and inspection or receive
externally provided maintenance and upport as a consequence of travel restrictions
affecting specialized staff, surveyors and technicians. Similarly, flexibility in ship




certification may be necessary, to respond to difficulties in meeting dry-docking
intervals.

» Itis vital that labour supply countries facilitate the return home of those seafarers who
have completed their contracts, and allow seafarers to leave their home country to join
their ships, after appropriate medical screening.

» Itis crucial that port States allow ships into their ports to unload goods for the
community, and that they allow seafarers to access port State medical facilities and
receive medical attention on an equal basis as nationals and in accordance with national
circumstances. Steps should also be taken to ensure that visitors to ships are strictly
monitored and are provided with all necessary personal protective equipment to limit
the risk of contagion.

Furthermore, the social partners express concern about a potential increase in cases of
abandonment due to shipowners not having the financial ability to support their fleet
operations. It is essential to monitor the situation and emerging trends and to have effective
reporting on abandonment, as this is the only way of understanding the impact and the
measures necessary to assist seafarers in view of the restrictions in place during the COVID-
19 crisis.

The Officers of the STC emphasize the importance of ships and seafarers to national and
global supply chains. It is essential that the points raised above are taken seriously and that
clear, decisive and supportive action is taken by Member States to enable the free movement
of seafarers, to facilitate shipping operations and to minimize the social, economic and
operational impact of the COVID-19 outbreak upon this essential industry and, in turn, to
protect the global supply of the products and produce on which we all depend.




